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Museum’s Grand Opening was “Notch 8” Success
By Wayne Sheets, Editor

 By any description, the WVRRM’s Grand Opening was a “Notch 8” and “White Feather” affair.  More 
than 100 members, their guests, local and state elected officials and railroad history buffs joined the ceremonies 
on April 18.  Those that shared the excitement of visiting the museum’s new home were greeted by host Edward 
“Ed” Griesel, the museum’s director and hostess Diane Wade.  Guests were then treated to a guided or self-guided 
tour of the museum and its first major exhibit “The Virginian Railway – The Best Coal Railroad Money could 
Buy.” 
 The ribbon cutting 
ceremony was performed by Elkins 
Mayor Van Broughton assisted by 
Museum President James “Jim” 
Schoonover and other dignitaries.  
Broughton said, prior to “cutting 
the ribbon” that he was excited 
about having the museum located 
in Elkins.  “We are very fortunate to 
have this facility in our community.  
Elkins was the heart of the 
railroading industry in Elkins and 
Randolph County for many, many 
years.  As everyone knows, other 
modes of transportation, namely the 
automobile and airplane, brought 
about the demise of passenger rail 
service, not only in our area but 
nationwide.  Depletion of the area’s 
coal and timber reserves added to the declining need of rail services as well.  However, we are seeing a rebirth of 
railroading through the tourism industry.
 “Having the museum here in Elkins is one more exciting addition to our tourism industry.  This museum 
will be and added attraction to entice folks from all across our nation to visit Elkins.  
 “I thank the museum’s officers, board of directors, members and volunteers for their dedicated efforts 
toward making this wonderful attraction a reality.”
 State Senator Gregory L. “Greg” Boso, (R), 11th District, traveled from Summersville to attend the 
ceremony.  Assisting in the ribbon cutting, Boso said, “First of all, I want to thank the museum’s grand opening 
organizing committee for inviting me – it’s a pleasure to be here.  After touring your facility and learning of what 
has been done here to make this the museum’s home, I can say that nothing short of a miracle has been performed.
 
                      Continued on Page 2

Assisting with the ribbon-cutting ceremony at the WVRRM’s Grand Opening on April 18, 2015, 
were (l to r) Delegates Peggy Donaldson Smith (D) 46th District, William G. “Bill” Hartman, (D) 
43rd District, Museum Board of Directors Vice-president Julia Elbon, President James “Jim” Schoo-
nover, Elkins Mayor Van Broughton, WV State Senator Gregory L. “Greg” Boso, (R) 11th District, 
and Museum Director Ed Griesel. (Photo by Wayne Sheets)
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 “I’m certain this new facility will be a great tourist attraction and a significant part of the area’s economic 
future.  Railroading has always been an important part of West Virginia’s economy and history.  What with the 
growing popularity of rail excursions as a part of the tourism industry, this museum will be a significant addition 
to the attractiveness of Elkins as a tourist destination.
 “Again, thank you for inviting me to take part in these grand opening ceremonies, and, thanks to those 
who have been and continue to be so dedicated to making the museum an attractive place to visit.”
 Delegates Peggy Donaldson Smith, (D), 46th District and William G. “Bill” Hartman (D), 43rd District, 
also assisted in the ribbon cutting ceremony.  Hartman, from Elkins and a member of the museum’s board of 
directors, noted the importance of the museum in the tourism infrastructure of Elkins, Randolph County and the 
state.
 “While representing and displaying the railroading history of Elkins and the surrounding area our mission 
also includes dong the same for the industry’s history throughout the state.  Our first major effort toward that 
goal is “The Virginian Railway” exhibit.  This system was a major player in the development, extraction and 
transportation of coal from the major bituminous reserves of southern West Virginia to the world market.
 “We are fortunate to have this facility in Elkins and owe a huge debt of gratitude to those who have worked 
for over a decade to make it a reality.”
 Smith, from neighboring Lewis and Upshur Counties expressed her pleasure for having been invited to 
join the grand opening ceremonies.  “Tourism is a major contributor to my district, too.  I’m excited and very 
pleased to see this facility so near to my “home” district.  I certainly extend my thanks and appreciation to all those 
who have dedicated so much of their time toward making this museum a reality.”
 After the ribbon cutting ceremony, President Schoonover welcomed the crowd.  In his remarks he presented 
a brief history of the founding of the museum, the work required to convert what had been little more than a wild-
bird sanctuary and storage facility into a suitable place for a museum.  “As most of you know,” he said, “in May 
2014 we joined the Appalachian Forest Heritage Area display on the first floor of the building.  We immediately 
began work preparing what you see here today.  To repeat what I’ve said before, the contractors literally took 
‘a sows ear and made a silk purse’ out of this place.  Really – you should have seen this place when we began 
working on it!  We are proud of what we’ve accomplished but, at that, it is just ‘our beginning.’  We have a long 
way to go to reach our ultimate goals.  We’ve been working for over a decade to reach this point; at least now ‘’we 
have a home.’”
 Opening ceremonies and tours concluded at 11:30 a.m. and many of those in attendance reconvened at the 
Railyard Restaurant for lunch and the annual membership meeting which began at 12:45 p.m.
 The evening’s activities began with social hour at 5:00 p.m. at the Railyard Restaurant.  Dinner followed 
at ten minutes to six.  After dinner, keynote speaker Bruce Elliott, noted photographer and videographer and 
member of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Historical Society entertained with an awe-inspiring presentation of 
still images depicting the history of the Monongah Division of the B&O Railroad.  Elliott is serving in his second 
term as Director at Large for the B&O Historical Society.
 In 2003, after his retirement, he went to work creating and managing the operations of the Cass Scenic 
Railroad’s showcase.
 Elliott, in his professional career, worked for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority for 28 
years as a diesel mechanic in the bus services department.  To borrow and change – slightly, a line from a popular 
Ronnie Milsap song, Elliott was one who, “while his hands made a living during the day, his mind was on his 
hobby” – model railroading and photography.  “I’ve been model railroading all my life,” he said.  “In fact, I’m 
told that I had to dodge trains in my crib.”  
 He said of his graduation from high school in 1971: “Most of my classmates received an automobile for 
graduation.  My parents gave me a 35mm Nikon camera, which, in effect launched my photography career.”
                      Continued on Page 3
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West Virginia Railroad 
Museum First Quarter 

2015 Benefactors

Thank you for your generous 
donations and support

George Botic
Herndon, Virginia

Douglas Buchanan
Rockland, Maryland

Vincent Cipriani
Upper Marlboro, Maryland

Craig Close
Baltimore, Maryland

Edmund Fox
Solver Spring, Maryland

James Gray
Elkins, West Virginia

Edward Hall
Gibsonia, Pennsylvania

Todd Johnson
Ellicott City, Maryland

James Johnston
Richmond, Virginia

Joseph Kane
Street, Maryland

Robert Laine
Manassas, Virginia 

Alden McBee
Wheeling, West Virginia

Duane Miller
Glasgow, Pennsylvania

Joe Moore
Collegeville, Pennsylvania

David Parks,
Los Alton, California

Andy VanScyoc
Silver Spring, Maryland

John Werner
Manchester, Maryland

Jim Whipple
Glenshaw, Pennsylvania

Continued from Page 2
 Elliott now lives in Green Bank, WV, spending most of his time 
converting his railroad image collection of stills and video into CD and 
DVD format and marketing them through his company, Bruce Elliott 
Railroad Slides, Inc.  He is also in the process of building “the model 
railroad of his dreams.”
 Elliott’s presentation included many images of the B&O Railroad’s 
trackage, buildings and other facilities that have long since passed into 
disuse and disrepair – iconic images of history that would otherwise have 
faded into the past unrecorded and forgotten.
 The day’s activities concluded a few minutes after eight o’clock 
with President Schoonover’s well wishes for the coming year and an 
invitation to “come back soon.” 

 The West Virginia Railroad Museum hosted the Elkins-Randolph County 
Chamber of Commerce After-Hours Reception on Thursday, June 4.  Museum 
President Jim Schoonover welcomed Elkins residents, members of the museum’s 
board of directors and guests.  Attendees dined on finger food including BBQ meat 
balls, chicken thighs, an assortment of vegetables and dip and a wide selection 
of desserts prepared by Elaine Griesel.  Some of those in attendance were (Left 
to Right): Jerry Metheny, Kathleen Sperlik, Dewayne Hannah, Sue Sheets, Sue 
Pifer, Ed Griesel, Jim Crowley, Bill Hartman, Kathy Vance, Lynn Phillips, Jim 
Schoonover, Pat Schoonover, Hallie Borstel, Vanessa Davis, Don Williams and 
Woodrow “Woody” Higginbottom.  Elaine Griesel also attended.
 The ERCCC’s After-Hours program is designed to give residents and 
business owners in Elkins and Randolph County the opportunity to get acquainted 
with businesses, service organizations and social groups.

(Photo by Wayne Sheets)
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Museum’s 2015 “Soft” Opening
Marred by Bad Weather

By Wayne Sheets, Editor
 
 Attendance at the West 
Virginia Railroad Museum’s 2015 
“soft” opening was not what it was 
hoped to be but the bad weather, 
which was partially blamed for 
the low turnout, did not dampen 
the spirits of those that did attend. 
Ms. Innes Borstel and her daughter, 
Ysa, mother and sister, respectively, 
of the museum’s AmeriCorps 
volunteer, Hallie Borstel, traveled 
from Maplewood, New Jersey to 
attend the opening.  Other attendees 
included Karen Carper, director of 
Elkins ON TRAC, E. “Spinner” 
O’Flaherty, president of Citizens for 
Historical Opportunity, Preservation 
and Education (C-HOPE), museum 
board of directors members and 
museum members Sue Sheets, 
Bob Campbell and Jim Porterfield.  
Campbell has overseen the 
installation of the museum’s sound 
and security systems.

  
 Speaking to those in attendance, President James “Jim” Schoonover invited everyone to  
“look around you.  You would not know that what you see here today was, a little over a year ago, nothing more 
than a dust-covered storage area.  The contractor and his carpenters have truly taken a ‘sow’s ear and made a silk 
purse’ out of this place.”  He went on to explain the building’s original purpose and a brief chronology of what’s 
been done to give the WVRRM its first permanent home and exclusive display area. The museum, since it’s 
opening in May 2014, had been sharing the first floor of the building with the Appalachian Forest Heritage Area.
 Schoonover presented a brief overview of the museum’s major exhibit, The Virginian Railway – The Best 
Coal Railroad Money Could Buy,” and comments regarding the other print-panels, images, artifacts and the HO 
model railroad on display.  The museum also features a children’s play area that includes a miniature railroad with 
which they can act out their railroading fantasies.
 The museum also includes a “media room” that will be used, when furnished, for holding meetings and 
presenting educational programs on West Virginia’s Railroad heritage.

Museum Director and Membership Chairman Ed Griesel, on right, chats with Hallie Borstel, the 
museum’s AmeriCorps volunteer, second from right, Hallie’s mother Innes (in red jacket) and sister 
Ysa at the museum’s 2015 “soft” opening.  Hallie’s mother and sister traveled from Maplewood, 
New Jersey to be with Hallie and others on the occasion of the museum’s opening. (Photo by Wayne 
Sheets)
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WVRRM President James “Jim” Schoonover fields questions during the museum’s 2015 “soft” 
opening on March 15.  Schoonover said of the transformation of the second floor of the Darden 
Mill, which now is home to the museum, “The remodeling crew has truly taken a ‘sow’s ear and 
mad a silk purse’ here on the second floor of the old Darden Mill.  We are extremely pleased with 
the results.” (Photo by Wayne Sheets)

Members of the WVRRM’s Board of Directors offer a Champaign toast (minus the crystal) to the 
2015 opening and future success of the museum.  Shown, from left to right, Hallie Borstel, Amer-
iCorps volunteer, Denver Barnett, fundraising chairman, Jim Schoonover, president, Ed Griesel, 
museum director, and Wayne Sheets, editor of The Gandy Dancer. (Photo by Sue Sheets)

Annual Membership 
Meeting Covered 
Myriad of Topics
By Wayne Sheets, Editor

 The West Virginia Railroad 
Museum’s annual membership 
meeting convened at 12:45 p.m. 
April 18, 2015.  Approximately 45 
members attended the meeting held 
in the Railyard Restaurant
 Treasurer Rachel Haynes 
presented the financial statement 
(See pages 8 & 9). Ms. Haynes, 
serving as interim treasurer, was 
nominated and elected to the board 
of directors.
 Fundraising Chairman 
Denver Barnett noted that efforts to 
attract candidates for a professional 
fundraiser for the museum have, 
to date, gone unanswered.  He 
stated that he is in the process of 
revamping the language of the 
solicitation and will resubmit the 
request to appropriate sources in the 
near future.
 Barnett advised the group 
that fundraising is rapidly becoming 
the primary source of funding since 
government grants for restoration 
projects are no longer available.
 Barnett stated that he was 
working on fundraising projects 
the details of which are not yet 
finalized.   “Once we get them 
organized and approved by the 
board of directors, I will make them 
available to all members,” he said.  
“Fundraising is a major concern of 
all of us, members as well as the 
officers and members of the board.  
We need the input, suggestions and 
help of everyone.”
 
         Continued on Page 6
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 President Jim Schoonover, speaking on behalf of the membership committee, mentioned the importance of 
going to electronic distribution of “The Gandy Dancer.”  “We need the email address of everyone who is capable of 

receiving the newsletter via the Internet.  We know,” he said, “that reading 
it online is not like getting a copy in the mail but it is imperative that we 
cut costs everywhere we can.  There is an added advantage to receiving 
the document via email,” he said.  “Starting in July of this year, the online 
version will use color images which will make it more attractive.  If you 
are unable to receive it via email, you will still be sent a printed copy in the 
US mail but it will be in black-and-white only.  We simply cannot afford to 
print it in color – the cost is prohibitive.”
 Addressing the museum’s first major exhibit, Schoonover said, “As 
you have seen, we have our first major exhibit, The Virginian Railway 
history in images and print-panels on display at the museum.  We are 
extremely proud of this exhibit and it will be here until the museum closes 
at the end of the season in October.  We are already considering subjects 
for next year’s exhibit.  We will reveal these plans as soon as they are 
finalized.  One of those considerations is the establishment of an oral 
history of railroading by interviewing those that ‘lived the experience.’  
There is, of course, many facets of this idea; we are discussing where we 
should begin.

 Schoonover also stated that there will now be a $5.00 per person charge for non-members visiting the 
museum.  Children twelve-years of age and younger will be admitted free when accompanied by a parent or 
guardian.
 John Smith, president of the Durbin-Greenbrier Valley Railroad, speaking for Robert Kearns, equipment 
chairman, said that ways of financing the move of Baldwin #9 from its present locations of Sistersville, WV and 
Oakland, MD, to the Cass Scenic Railroad maintenance shop where restoration work can be continued are under 
review.  “Some boiler work has been completed at Sistersville, and restoration to operating order of the wheels 
and axels has been done at Oakland,” he said.
 Smith also mentioned that the DGVR will be operating the Cass Scenic Railroad and the maintenance 
shop and that work on the grade between Durbin and Cass continues both down-stream from Piney Island, the 
terminus of the Durbin Rocket excursion and up-stream from Cass.
 President Schoonover closed the meeting with an encouragement to everyone to do all they can to help in 
the way of volunteering to staff the museum and in any way possible.  

President Jim Schoonover presents guest speak-
er, Bruce Elliott with a memorial brick which 
will be placed at the museum entrance as a token 
of appreciation for sharing his knowledge of the 
B&O Railroad. (Photo by Wayne Sheets)
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Museum Members Ride the Rocket
By Wayne Sheets, Editor

 Approximately 35 of those who attended the West Virginia Railroad Museum’s annual membership 
meeting traveled to Durbin on Sunday, the day after the meeting, to take a ride on a “rocket” from an era long 
past.  Powered by a 55-ton Climax built in 1910, passengers riding in vintage open cars, coaches and a caboose, 
reached the mind-numbing speed of six to seven miles per hour.  Cool temperatures and cloudy skies that threated 
rain failed to cool or dampen the spirit of those aboard.
 The two-hour roundtrip aboard the Durbin Rocket provided the setting for a relaxing opportunity to share 
railfan experiences with other travelers as each enjoyed the pristine beauty and remote calmness of the Greenbrier 
River.  Two photo run-by opportunities were included during the return trip to Durbin.  The lonesome wail of the 
                      Continued on Page 9
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By Wayne Sheets, Editor

 Members of the West Virginia Railroad Museum possess an endless array of talents, including folks with 
“been-there-done-that” experiences, railroad history buffs (of course), people with unimaginable photo libraries, 
each a railfan in his/her own right, all promoting, preserving and sharing their knowledge and experiences with 
others.  Ed Griesel, secretary of the museum’s board of directors is a notable “one of these.”
 By his own admission, Griesel has never bundled a few possessions in an old red bandana, tied them to 
a bindle stick and struck out to “live the first-hand experience” of the hobo by “flipping” a “somewhere-bound” 
freight at the edge of a “hobo jungle” or on the fringes of a freight yard or rail terminal of some mid-west city or 
an obscure, never-heard-of-town on the never-ending Great Plains.  Despite his never having “lived the life of 
the hobo”, he is a bonafide member of the hobo “society” and is keeping the history of the hobo alive as are few 
others.
 With his hobo-history presentations throughout West Virginia and surrounding states, Griesel portrays the 
classic image of a hobo.  Soft-spoken, with his salt-and-pepper bearded face tilted slightly downward, as if a little 
embarrassed by his circumstances, dressed in a herringbone sport jacket, gray pants, brown shoes, an old, faded 
red bandana tied ‘round his neck’ he conjures up the classis image of the hobo.  He speaks in their soft, hesitant 
vernacular occasionally glancing at the bindle stick by his side as if it might suggest what to talk about next.
 “Old Ed,” the moniker given him by a very special hobo friend, speaks to groups of all ages but his favorite 
audiences are young people.  He keeps his audiences, whether young or old, engaged by asking questions.  “Where 
do you think the name ‘hobo’ came from,” he asked a group of youngsters in Parsons, WV recently.  Wide eyed 
and expectant, they laughed among themselves as he explained: “Hoboes have been around since the advent of 
the railroads but they became much 
more prevalent right after the end of 
the Civil War and during ‘The Great 
Depression’ of the 1920s and ‘30s.  
Back then America was primarily 
an agricultural country.  Thousands 
of young boys, many no older than 
some of you, would take a hoe from 
his dad’s tool shed and strike out 
across the country looking for work 
by catching a freight train headed 
somewhere where they might 
find work hoeing corn or potatoes 
or cotton.  As we Americans are 
famous for doing, the words ‘hoe’ 
and ‘boy’ were shortened to ‘hobo.’  
That’s the way the hobo got his 
name.  They also followed the crop 
harvest picking cotton, apples, 
peaches and vegetables.” 
        
        Continued on Page 10

“Old Ed” Keeps Hobo History Alive

Ed Griesel or “Old Ed” as he is known in the hobo world, shown here along the West Virginia 
Central Railroad near the Tygart Valley River crossing in Elkins. One of Old Ed’s many interests in 
railroad history is keeping that of the Hobo alive and ongoing. Dressed as seen here, he presents the 
history of hoboing in America throughout West Virginia and neighboring states. He enjoys present-
ing Hobo History to all ages but enjoys talking to young people the most. (Photo by Wayne Sheets)
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West Virginia Railroad Museum
Unaudited Income Statement

For the Year Ended December 31, 2014
   
Income  
 Membership Dues  $ 12,817.00  
 Contributions     11,241.87  
 Fundraisers       4,700.00  
 Store Sales       1,328.27  
 Grants          125.00  
 Interest            15.00  
Total Income   $ 30,227.14 
   
Less Cost of Goods Sold  $   2,198.87 
   
Gross Profit   $ 28,028.27 
   
Expense  
 Rent  $   7,892.65  
 Contract Services       4,156.64  
 Postage & Mailing       3,310.86  
 Insurance       3,293.84  
 Printing & Copying       2,499.09  
 Credit Card Fees       1,723.74  
 Office Supplies          903.90  
 Utilities          851.20  
 Facilities & Equipment          805.06  
 Advertising          540.23  
 Training          390.00  
 Website          300.00  
 Software          254.27  
 Grant            88.00  
 Dues Paid            75.00  
 Permits            60.00  
 Fundraising            43.92  
 Taxes & Licenses            19.53  
 Travel & Meetings        (608.00) 
Total Expense   $ 26,599.93 
   
Net Income   $   1,428.34 

Officers of the WVRRM Board of Directors
Mr. James L. “Jim” Schoonover, President

Ms. Julia P. Elbon, Vice-president
Mr. Edward “Ed” Griesel, Secretary

Ms. Rachel Hayes, Treasurer

Members of the WVRRM Board of Directors
Mr. Denver Barnett – Fundraising Chairman

Mr. James “Jim” Crowley
Mr. Harold Elbon

Mr. William G. “Bill” Hartman
Mr. Robert “Bob” Kearns, Equipment Chariman

Mr. Jack Sanford
Mr. L. Wayne Sheets, Editor The Gandy Dancer

Mr. John W. Smith
Mr. Arden Swecker

I’m the Little Red Stamp
By Sam Walter Foss

I’m the little red stamp with George
Washington’s picture;

I have the right of way;
And the mail train thunders from under

the stars
And rattles into the day.

Now clear the rail for our Uncle Sam’s 
mail;

Ye freight trains stand aside!
Spur your iron-lunged horse to his

fullest speed,
For the little red stamp would ride.
So vomit your flame on the startled 

night
And your smoke in the face of the 

day;
For the little red stamp with  

George
Washington’s picture

Must have the right of way.
The engine ploughs, when I start on

my ride,
Through the drifted banks of snow;
But we hasten to climes where the

rivers melt
And climes where the roses blow.
First the pines of Maine, then the

Kansan plain,
Then whiffs from the Western Bay,
Till I drop in the hands that have

reached for me
A thousand leagues away.

Pull open the throttle and loose every
brake,

And dash through the night and the 
day;

For the little red stamp with Gorge
Washington’s picture

Must have the right of way.
I’m the little red stamp with George

Washington’s picture,
And I go wherever I may,

To any spot in George Washington’s 
land;

And I go by the shortest way.
And the guns of wrath would clear my

path,
A thousand guns at need,

Of the hands that should dare to block
my course

Or slacken my onward speed.
Stand back!  Hands off of Uncle Sam’s 

mail!
Stand back there!  Back!  I say;

For the little red stamp with George
Washington’s picture

Must have the right of way.
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West Virginia Railroad Museum
Unaudited Balance Sheet
As of December 31, 2014

    
Assets   
 Current Assets  
  Checking & Savings Accounts  $      46,083.03  
  Other Current Assets          18,765.52  
 Total Current Assets   $      64,848.55 
    
 Fixed Assets  
  Collectables  $      10,173.98  
  Furniture & Equipment               604.80  
  Rail Yard Museum            2,821.00  
  Shop Equipment            3,767.47  
  Vintage Rolling Stock        969,909.47  
 Total Fixed Assets   $    987,276.72 
    
 Other Assets   $      14,148.80 
    
Total Assets   $ 1,066,274.07 
    
Liabilities & Equity  
 Liabilities  
  Current Liabilities  $      20,477.00  
  Long Term Liabilities          34,952.00  
 Total Liabilities   $      55,429.00 
    
 Equity  
  Retained Earnings  $ 1,009,416.73  
  Net Income            1,428.34  
 Total Equity   $ 1,010,845.07 
    
Total Liabilities & Equity   $ 1,066,274.07

Continued from Page 6
steam whistle echoing against the sides of the surrounding mountains, so often heard during the logging era of the 
area, now heard only on special occasions like this one, was a welcoming invitation back into the past.  

 On returning to the depot in Durbin it was on 
to Cass where everyone enjoyed a guided tour of 
the Cass Scenic Railroad locomotive and equipment 
repair shop where the seam engines of the CSRR 
and associated equipment is maintained.  The Cass 
shop is unique in that it houses and uses equipment 
specific to the maintenance of these ancient relics of 
the past.  Computerized machining equipment is not 
to be seen here.  The tour, including a question-and-
answer session lasted approximately thirty minutes.  
 On the way back to Elkins, some visited 
Bruce Elliott’s massive model railroad display and 
layout at his home near Green Bank.

   Everyone agreed that the trip was a pleasant 
ending to an exciting weekend of activities.  Plans are already underway for next year’s annual meeting activities.

Rocket riders relax at the Piney Island picnic area. (Photo by Wayne Sheets)
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Continued from Page 7
 He explains, with apparent satisfaction, the differences between the three common not-so-complimentary 
terms used to refer to hoboes: hobo, tramp and bum.  “A hobo” he said, “is someone who travels looking for work.  
A tramp is someone who will travel but not work and a bum is someone who will nor travel for work.”
 Through the use of visual aids, Griesel presents the history of the hobo society, the code of ethics adhered 
to under the threat of being ostracized if these ethics were violated, the formation and functions of the “hobo 
jungle,” the fraternal ties of the hobo world, the codes and symbols that formed their communications system.
 In his introduction to his book “Riding the Rails – Teenagers on the Move During the Great Depression,” 
Errol Lincoln Uys says:  The young nomads of the Great Depression struggled to survive in a country “dying by 
inches,” in the words of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  Resourceful, adventurous and brave, they met joy and terror 
loneliness and grandeur on their journeys.  A lost generation seeking to find itself, they would be profoundly 
influenced by what they saw and experienced.
 The young to middle-aged men were, in their travels seeking work, constantly harassed and threatened by 
railroad security agents, commonly referred to by the hobo as “bulls.”   One can get an idea of how many men, 
and a “scattering” of women, were traveling as hoboes by the number that were ejected from trains and railroad 
property.  In 1927, the Chief Agent for the Southern Pacific Company reported that 78,099 trespassers had been 
ejected from their trains and property.  In 1930, that figure climbed to 170,641.  By 1932, the number soared to 
683, 457.
 Riding the rails as the hobo did was extremely dangerous as well.  The Interstate Commerce Commission 
reported that between 1898 and 1908 more than 47,000 trespassers lost their lives.  
 According to Uys’ introduction, an estimated 20 to 25 percent of those riding the trains as hoboes were 
teenagers.  In January 1933, C.C. Carstens, executive director of the Child Welfare League of America, told the 
LaFollette-Costigan Committee of the U.S. Senate . . . the number of wandering boys and girls was variously 
estimated from two-hundred thousand to one million.
 While males dominated the hobo ranks, young women, some themselves mere teenagers, also rode the 
rails.  Most, in order to hide their gender and thus reduce the risks, disguised themselves as men.  Many also 
partnered-up with male companions as another means of security.
 “The hobo society is quietly fading away,” Old Ed said.  “There is but a very small fraction of hoboes 
in existence today as compared to the time when millions filled their ranks.  The introduction of diesel-powered 
locomotives, which accelerate much faster makes it more difficult to “catch a train on the fly” and even more 
dangerous.  Diesel power also eliminated the need to stop to take on water, as was required by the steamers, 
reducing the opportunities to “flip” a train.  Mechanized farm equipment has all but eliminated the need for 
manpower in the farm industry.  Our nation is more affluent, too, than it was back in the hobo-heyday.”
 Griesel has attended the National Hobo Convention in Britt, Iowa.  The convention is held annually on the 
second weekend of August.  The National Hobo Museum and the National Hobo Cemetery is also located there.
 Old Ed also attended the East Coast Hobo Gathering in Pennsburg, Pennsylvania, several times.  This 
gathering, however, is no longer held.

From the Editor’s Desk
 
 Due circumstances beyond my control I will not be editing the newsletter after this issue.  While bidding 
you farewell, I want to introduce my successor, Ms. Janis Bland.
 Janis was born in Weston, WV and graduated from Lewis County High School in 1981.  She graduated 
Magna Cum Laude from Beloit College, Wisconsin in 1985 with a double-major in Spanish and Classical 
Philology.  She served in the United States Air force from1986 to 1991, attaining the rank of Captain.  She has 
served in federal civil service  since 1992 with the US Customs Service, Department of Homeland Security and 
                        Continued on Page 11  
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Gandy Dancer to Begin Electronic
Distribution with this Issue

 In an effort to cut costs, The Gandy Dancer will be electronically distributed via email starting 
with this issue.  This will cut both our printing and mailing costs.  It will also permit us to use color in 
the production of the newsletter making it more attractive and pleasant to read.  The newsletter will be 
transmitted in PDF File format and can be downloaded and printed on personal computers and other 
electronic devices connected to an email server.
 In order to receive your copy of The Gandy Dancer beginning in July, please fill out the form below 
and return it to: Editor, The Gandy Dancer, P. O. Box 203, Elkins, WV 26241.  To prevent errors, please print 
clearly. Email addresses may also be sent to: wvrailroadmuseum@gmail.com.

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number:______________________________________________________________________

Email address (Please Print Clearly):_______________________________________________________

Continued from Page 10
currently is a program analyst with the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services Division in Clarksburg, WV.
 Bland says of her youth: “My love for trains and railroading started when I was very young.  As a child, I 

came to know of the streetcar that ran from Weston to Fairmont.  I grew up listening 
to Big Band Swing and tales of life in the 1930s and 1940s.   While trains weren’t 
a centerpiece of those tales, they were certainly present, either explicitly mentioned 
or implied.  When I was little, Dad and I would take walks on the railroad tracks 
in Weston near what has been for years the school bus garage but years before had 
been the B&O shops with a half-roundhouse.  To this day creosote remains one of 
my favorite smells since it evokes memories of dad and me walking the tracks with 
freshly-placed ties.
  “In the busy years between graduating from high school and returning to 
West Virginia in 2005 my love for trains and railroading went dormant.  However, 
my enthusiasm was reinvigorated that same year by a ride on the Durbin Greenbrier 
Valley Railroad and the Cass Scenic Railroad.”
  As editor of The Gandy Dancer, my desire was to bring you, the reader, a 
newsletter that was informative, interesting and as fresh as possible.  That’s been a 
challenge but it has been one that I’ve enjoyed immensely.  If I failed in this mission, 

I humbly apologize.
 May your travels be pleasant whether by rail, rubber, air or by sea and may the wind be always at your 
back.  

Janis Bland,
The Gandy Dancer newest editor
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