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“Lil’ Leroi” Comes to Life in New Childrens’ Book
By Julia Elbon

Author Julia Elbon aboard Lil’ Leroi:
“Lil’ Leroi Get a Life!”

     Lil’ Leroi, the first engine on the Durbin Rocket 
ride, has been brought to life by former Museum Pres-
ident Julia Elbon, and illustrated by Heather Johnson 
who has captured the story's magic.
     An unsung hero to the author, the story tells of how 
Lil’ Leroi deals with being replaced by the much larger 
and flamboyant Climax No. 3.  At only 20 tons, Lil' 
Leroi is dwarfed by the 55-ton Old No. 3.  His life has 
changed but he lives on to share the experiences and 
teachable moments in his daily life that he has learned 
through his adventures with the animals in the rail yard 
neighborhood.

     The book is aimed at children aged 5-12, but even 
younger kids will enjoy the artwork and the story while 
having an adult read to them.
     The book is available for $20 on Amazon, at Elkins, 
Cass and Durbin Rail to Trail stores, Delmonte and Ser-
endipity stores, and at the museum.
     The book can also be ordered through Lil’ Leroi’s 
web site at www.lilleroi.com.  If you are a museum mem-
ber the author will give a $5.00 donation to the museum. 
The same donation is true with a purchase at the muse-
um. 
     The book is the first in a series of stories called the 
Switchback Series.  The  books’ purpose is to allow chil-
dren to become familiar with trains and to learn to live 
together, like themselves, make the best of their opportu-
nity, and to be inclusive. 
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2016 “Polar Express” Layout Fundraiser Begins
By Ed Griesel

     Once again this holiday season, the WVRRM will be selling raffle tickets for an O-Guage model railroad 
layout as a fund raising event.  The layout depicts the ever popular Polar Express.  Tickets will go on sale in 
October and are available by mail.  To order yours, send your request to:

West Virginia Railroad Museum
PO Box 203

Elkins, WV 26241

     Ticket price is $5.00 each or a book of 5 for $20.00, and in addition to mail, will be available at the Elkins 
Depot Welcome Center as well as other locations around Elkins, to be determined.  The layout will be on dis-
play at the Elkins Depot Welcome Center. 

     The prizes are as follows: 

     1st prize: The layout or $500
     2nd prize: A two-night stay for two guests in the Iron Road Inn’s Marilyn Monroe suite (some weekends        
          excluded and some restrictions apply - contact the Iron Road Inn at 304-637-1888 for more information)
     3rd prize: One of the Museum’s commemorative prints

The layout awaiting its locomotive and rolling stock
Photo by Janis Bland
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Museum to Hold Paint & Work Day
By Janis Bland and Jack Sanford

Left: Alco 302 and Right: EMD E-unit
Photos from the WVRRM web page www.wvrailmuseum.com

     If you're inclined for physical labor, enjoy working in the crisp fall air, and love locomotives and rolling 
stock, you're in luck!  Museum members are invited to participate in a day to upgrade and preserve a few of the 
Museum's vintage pieces located in Belington, West Virginia.  The work will be mostly sanding and painting: 

- Baldwin VO-1000: trucks need painted, carbody needs recoated 

- Caboose needs scraping to prepare to be primed and painted, roof work, and rotted flooring needs replacing 
 
- Alco 302 needs roof primed and some finish coating 

- EMD E-unit requires wire brushing and priming to stabilize it 

     The work day will be Saturday, October 22nd (weather permitting), with work beginning at 8 a.m.  Keep in 
mind this will be physical labor, and may require lifting and climbing ladders.  Please dress appropriately for the 
weather and grungy work, and wear "grippy" shoes/boots appropriate for metal surfaces.  You may either bring 
a lunch, or there is a Subway and grocery store by the rail yard.  
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Oh, For a Good Night’s Sleep!
This is an anecdote from the blog "Orlando Stone Soup" (www.orlandostonesoup.blogspot.com) which portrays 
life, families, and genealogy around the small Lewis County, West Virginia community of Orlando.  Article and 
photos reproduced with permission from authors David Parmer and Tom Jeffries.

“Gentlemen:
Why is it that your switch engine has to ding and dong and fizz and spit and bang and hiss and pant and grate 
and grind and blow and bump and hoot and toot and whistle and whistle and wheeze and jar and jump and howl 
and snarl and puff and growl and thump and boom and clash and jolt and screech and snort and snarl and slam 
and throb and roar and rattle and yell and smoke and smell and sputter all night long?”  

“He sure had a right to kick.”

     Uncle Zeke reported this complaint about the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in his May 22, 1924, Buzzardtown 
News column. Uncle Zeke didn’t say whether the person making the complaint left anything out. 

Consist near Oil Creek, Lewis County, WV

Switch Engines

     During the heyday of the steam engines and railroad-
ing in the Orlando area, there were sidings at Posey Run, 
Orlando and Kemper.  Sidings were used to switch rail 
cars in order to make up a train.  A smaller steam engine 
was used at these sidings in order to switch the cars than 
are the engines used to pull a train.  Some people called 
these smaller steam engines, “yard mules.”  Oftentimes, 
rail crews worked all night at the sidings, moving around 
the separate cars to make up a train which would be 
leaving early the next morning.  Needless to say, there 
was substantial noise in connection with the formation 
of the train, from squealing wheels to clanging of metal, 
and nearby neighbors might spend a restless night trying 
to sleep through all the noise.

     Some of the noise created at the sidings was the result of the steam engine itself.  In order for a steam engine 
to do its job, it was necessary to keep fire in the firebox, which in turn produced steam.  The steam engine had 
pop-off valves to relieve steam pressure build-up which might become too great for the engine.  The sudden 
release of steam pressure from a steam engine during a quiet night could easily have brought an end to what had 
otherwise been a good start to a good night’s sleep.

     Another source of noise in train marshalling yards is the air brake system found on engines which constantly 
had to be pumped up.  This was not a silent operation and of course, this added to the nighttime cacophony.  It 
is no wonder that Uncle Zeke or Uncle Zeke’s neighbor may not have had a good night sleep when the rail sid-
ing was being used the night before.

Continued on page 6
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Museum Welcomes New AmeriCorp Member
     The Museum selected Ian Gray as its 2016-2017 AmeriCorps member.  Ian started with us in early Septem-
ber, and is certainly demonstrating railfan enthusiasm!  Here Ian has graciously agreed to introduce himself.  

Photy by Janis Bland

     As much as I try to resist the cliché “it’s in my blood,” I find this 
statement always seems the most appropriate when describing the 
relationship between myself and railroads.  With a twenty-five plus 
year railroader for a father and an equally long tenured railroad man 
for a grandfather, my recollections of growing up in the suburbs 
north of Pittsburgh are filled with trains from my earliest memories.  
Infatuated nearly at birth, the childhood interest never really died 
(but did burn low for a few years) and turned into an academic obses-
sion as I got to add more degrees onto the resume.  Upon coming to 
Elkins and seeing the museum for myself, it hardly took any thought 
to say yes to the prospect of being engrossed in railroad history for 
the coming year.
     Growing up, trains held the same mystique in my mind as any 
other kid my age.  They were big, mechanical, and were just fasci-
nating to watch go by, be it a model or the real thing.  Naturally, I 
knew more about them than my friends thanks to impromptu lec-
tures whenever one came by (or dad stepped on the gas to meet the 
train at a crossing).  As years passed, my interest waned, but the last 
proverbial embers to the fire never really went out.  Too many trips 
to train shows, putting up the loop at Christmas, on-the-spot rail 
fanning experiences, and stories of the railroading past simply never 
let the interest completely die out.  Besides, it was in my blood.
     Once I began collecting some degrees after high school, the fire roared back to life.  Plugged into a group of 
model railroaders in the sleepy Pennsylvania town of Clarion (where four years led to a bachelor’s in history), 
the infatuation with everything railroading returned to the forefront and soon grew more complex once arriving 
in West Virginia.  While pursuing a master’s degree in Public History at WVU, I found the chance and joy of 
combining my love for history with the railroad bug.  Once again I found a local group of model railroaders, 
and what had been a side hobby now turned into academic study as I partnered with them and the local museum 
to put together an exhibit on the B&O’s M&K branch between Morgantown and Rowlesburg.  Meanwhile my 
main traditional academic pursuit was a journal article on, you guessed it, railroad history.
     In the time spent so far buried in West Virginia railroad history, I’ve been amazed at how far reaching the 
historical investigations took me.  Even a small sliver took me from the minutia of local history and courthouse 
records searches to national epochs of a country in the midst of change and trips to the National Archives.  
The railroad truly touched nearly everyone’s lives and every aspect of society.  Of this massive story, I’ve just 
scratched the surface and look forward to continuing the investigation, and sharing that knowledge with the 
public at large, in my time here at Elkins - minus the time it takes to step out and watch the excursion train go 
by of course. 
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Continued from page 4
     The writer recalls that in Burnsville during 
the steam engine days, a pusher engine usu-
ally occupied a spot on the Burnsville siding 
near the mouth of Oil Creek.  This engine was 
used to push heavy trains up Clover Fork. 
This steam engine never seemed to be shut 
down and was always letting off steam.  For-
tunately, there were few near neighbors to the 
siding, and complaints about the noise were 
rare.

Ordering Through Amazon? Support the WVRRM
     Use your existing Amazon account with smile.amazon.
com!  When you first sign in to Amazon Smile, you will 
be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shop-
ping - simply locate and select the West Virginia Railroad 
Museum.  Amazon will remember your selection, and then 
every eligible purchase you make on AmazonSmile will re-
sult in a donation of 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding 
shipping, handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, and service 
charges, and less any rebates, and returns).  Supporting the 
Museum couldn't be easier!

     From Tom Jeffries: [Diesel and electric engines began replacing steam engines in America in the 1920s and 
1930s. ] The last steam engine was retired from the B & O Railroad in Orlando, around 1959-1960. By this time 
they were rarely used and then only as back-up to the diesels. I believe they were used until the end as pushers at 
Burnsville.
     Uncle Zeke described railroad noises well. A steam engine has often been compared with a living being be-
cause of the noise that is given off by the nature of metal expanding and contracting due to the heating and cool-
ing processes. The clanging of the air pumps, the intermittent blowing off of the boiler pressure relief valves, the 
whine of the steam powered electric generators and the noise of various valves and other accessories are always 
present. Those who worked around these engines were able to identify problems and assess the mechanical con-
dition of the engine by the sounds, much as a doctor can diagnose the health of a person by using a stethoscope.

Left: Oil Creek railroad sidings in Lewis 
County, West Virginia, circa 1920’s
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Gandy Dancer Now Delivered Electronically!
 The Gandy Dancer is now electronically distributed via email.  The newsletter is transmitted in 
PDF File format and can be downloaded and printed on personal computers and other electronic devices 
connected to an email server.
 In order to receive your color copy of The Gandy Dancer electronically, please fill out the 
form below and return it to: Editor, The Gandy Dancer, P. O. Box 203, Elkins, WV 26241, or email 
wvrailroadmuseum@gmail.com.  To prevent errors, please print clearly.  You may continue to receive The 
Gandy Dancer via the U.S. Postal Service, however mailed copies will be in black-and-white.

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number:______________________________________________________________________

Email address (Please Print Clearly):_______________________________________________________

The Gandy Dancer
is published quarterly
in January, April, July,

and October
by the

West Virginia
Railroad Museum, Inc.

P. O. Box 203
Elkins, WV 26214.

The WVRRM
is a non-profit organization

Permit No. 203, Elkins, WV 26241
Janis D. Bland, Editor

Donations 2nd Quarter 2016
Anne Beardslee - Elkins, WV

Margaret Ann Mayerich - Beaver, PA
David Starcher - Atwater, OH

Darren Talbert - Pikesville, MD
John Werner - Manchester, MD
Robert Laine - Manassas, VA

Edmund Fox - Silver Spring, MD
Jim LaConte - Wayne, NJ

Alden McBee - Wheeling, WV
Duane Miller - Glasgow, PA

New Members 2nd Quarter 2016
Richard Holland - Elkins, WV

Kenneth Mazar - Harpers Ferry, WV
David Pineda - Buckhannon, WV

FIND US ON THE WEB! 
www.wvrailmuseum.com 

Email: wvrailroadmuseum@gmail.com
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West Virginia Railroad Museum, Inc. 
Post Office Box 203, Elkins, WV 26241

A Non-Profit Corporation Dedicated to the Collection, Preservation and Interpretation
 of Railroads and Railroading in West Virginia

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP FORM
Membership Levels: INDIVIDUAL for $30.00, FAMILY for $45, STUDENT (age 13-17) for $15

CONTRIBUTOR $100.00 
includes our “Fireballs Converge in Elkins” Limited Edition Print Signed/Numbered Print (while supplies last)

PARTNER: FOR $300.00
includes above print and standard WVRM cap and WVRRM T-shirt

(select size Small ______ Medium_____ Lg _____ XL_____ 2X_____ 3X_____)

To pay by CREDIT CARD: Name as it appears on card
List MEMBERSHIP LEVEL and amount to be charged    
Credit Card statement address
with daytime phone number:
Card Number, with CVV-code on back:
and Expiration Date

$
Circle:
AMEX
DISC
VISA
MC

Signature


