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Annual Meeting! April 22-23

 I encourage all our members to come to our annual meeting this year.  The museum’s exhibit this year 
has a truly West Virginia theme of logging railroading. Ian Gray has put together perhaps our best exhibit which 
will include multiple dioramas detailing the wood industry’s railroads which were a major force in developing 
the Mountain State. 
 Don Teter is our after-dinner speaker for Saturday evening. Mr. Teter, who is a regional historian, will 
provide an entertaining talk on life in the woods during the logging heyday in West Virginia. It looks to be a 
really enjoyable presentation.
 The Sunday train ride takes us back to Cass which is one of the places where we can enjoy a live steam 
experience of 100 year old logging locomotives. A special part of the trip is our members will get to ride on 
some of the old C&O track the Durbin & Greenbrier Railroad has been rebuilding between Cass and Durbin 
along the Greenbrier River. This track has not seen service since the devastating flooding of the mid-1980’s and 
1990’s. We will also have a picnic lunch and a tour of the shops where the antique railroad equipment is main-
tained and repaired.
 All the details of our agenda for the weekend are on the last page of the Gandy Dancer.  Make plans to 
come and enjoy a spring weekend in the mountains. I look forward to seeing you here.

A Message from WVRRM President, Jim Schnoonover

2016 has been a big year for 
the Durbin & Greenbrier Valley 
Railroad. Track crews are con-
tinuing to make great progress on 
rebuilding the rail line from Cass 
to Durbin. More than 4 miles of 
the line has been rebuilt this year, 
allowing us to run our new Elf 
Limited on a segment of these 
rails! Check out the first-ever 
daylight of Cass Shay No. 2 this 
past weekend along the Greenbri-
er River nearly two miles north 
of Cass. Shay No. 2 is another 
project that DGVR's shop crews 
finished this year. - Photo and text 
from the Durbin & Greenbrier 
Valley Facebook Page
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Donald L. Teter
Keynote Speaker for the WVRRM

Annual Meeting Dinner

 Elkins native Don Teter graduated from Davis 
and Elkins College in 1973 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
History and Political Science, and has been self-em-
ployed as a professional land surveyor since 1982. In 
1977, he published Goin’ Up Gandy, A History of the 
Dry Fork Region of Randolph and Tucker Counties. 
As a long-time student of West Virginia and Randolph 
County History, he continues to research numerous 
topics, and for five years was on the roster of the West 
Virginia Humanities Council’s History Alive! pro-
gram, portraying the popular 19th century sketch artist 
and travel writer Porte Crayon.
 Mr. Teter is a past-President of the West Vir-
ginia Society of Professional Surveyors and is active 
in the national Surveyors Historical Society, having 
served ten years on its Board of Directors. Don has 
been presenting continuing education seminars in 
several states for surveyors and other professionals for 
over fifteen years, and is an adjunct instructor of sur-
veying and boundary law at Fairmont State University. 
He is currently serving as President of the Randolph 
County Historical Society and as President of the 
Elkins Chapter of the West Virginia Society of Profes-
sional Surveyors.  Donald L. Teter

Chugging Toward Completion: A Musuem Update
By Ian Gray, AmeriCorps

 I knew exactly what I signed up for, and it’s unfolded exactly how I thought it would. I haven’t dreamed 
about the coming exhibit yet, but I know it’s bound to happen eventually. For the past 6 months (and a few 
weeks before I even arrived in Elkins), I’ve been able to delve into a historical topic and begin to know it better 
than I know myself. As the process of learning the history and refining it into an exhibit took place, I’m remind-
ed of how much I enjoy the process and how lucky I am to do this stuff for a living. While I won’t try to cover 
everything and type out the entire progression nor every exhibit panel, I’ll hopefully, give everyone a little 
insight on how these exhibits get put together and a bit of the history visitors will explore come April.
         
           Continued on page 3
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Chugging Toward Completion  (Continued from previous page) 

 So, how do you go about assembling a (quality) exhibit? The first essential step is read, read, and then 
read some more. I spent several months (happily) plowing through book after book on the subject of West Vir-
ginia logging railroads until I knew the topic like the back of my hand. I discovered one new facet after another 
as I learned more and more about the time when railroads crisscrossed nearly every county in the state as train-
loads of log cars rumbled down the mountains behind truly revolutionary machines. After some stressful time 
spent searching for photographs, I managed to find the visuals to pair with the history thanks to the Pocahontas 
County Historical Society and the generosity of Dr. Roy B Clarkson. History and photos in hand, the familiar 
realization hit me that I simply couldn’t tell everything. It always comes in any exhibit, but it is always jarring 
when you realize you have to take all those details and intricacies that you have learned and narrow it down to 
the bare bones. You now go from the easy part of research into the hard part of interpreting it.
 First of all, I owe a tremendous amount of debt to local historian Don Teter and West Virginia University 
history professor Dr. William Gorby for their review and comments on the text. After a few attempts at narrow-
ing down my early drafts and falling in love with my own work, their objective review was able to spot the extra 
“fat” that needed cutting and ensure the historical accuracy of the content. At about the 6th draft it was time to 
match type to photographs and artifacts. Broken down into nine sections, I had to decide what visuals conveyed 
the message encapsulated in the two hundred words or less allotted for each said section. Many weeks and many 
look overs by board members later, I had my centerpieces to set the exhibit around and it was time to figure 
out the rest of the dinner setting. As I’m typing this, I’ve finished laying out the spread of photos, artifacts, and 
models that will complete the exhibit plan on several computer programs and should place the last order for the 
Morgantown print shop before the month is out! So, with a decent idea of how everything comes together, you 
may be wondering exactly what the content is.

Continued on page 4
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 The exhibit is entitled “Engines of Transformation: Logging Railroads of West Virginia,” with Trans-
formation being the key word. The exhibit mainly focuses on a 40 year period from 1880-1920 when the 
“lumber boom” was at its height and the state was experiencing rapid change. Most obviously was the land 
itself. Vast tracts of virgin forest were felled to feed the inescapable appetite of mills and a spider web of iron 
stretched across mountains, valleys, and “hollers” to allow the revolutionary invention of geared locomotives 
that reached previously inaccessible areas. At the heart of active logging areas, lumberjacks made swift work of 
forest land as hillsides were stripped bare, wildlife fled, and erosion from unimpeded logging practices degrad-
ed the soil. Behind the wave of harvesting, cleared areas began their slow regrowth while future harvesting sites 
waited for the axe. A combination of government regulation, lumber industry self-reflection, public pressure, 
and natural resilience of nature itself healed many scars over time, but the memory of the rapid and jarring 
change will always be part of the land's tale.

Chugging Toward Completion  (Continued from previous page)

 Meanwhile, harder to trace changes radiated out from the rails that made the rapid harvesting possible 
as the “iron horse” brought an influx of immigrants to the state, restructured the economy, shaped politics, and 
stood for sweeping societal upheaval. Most apparent, was the influx of immigrants and out of state residents 
who swarmed to West Virginia and the economic boom times they created. Northern lumberjacks gravitated 
to the newly opened logging areas as immigrants from across Europe were recruited for work in the lumber 
camps and railroads. An immense new wave of cultural diversity was deposited in West Virginia just as towns 
seemed to be sprouting out of nowhere. Lumber companies, railroads, and their workers needed everything 
from necessities and creature comforts and an army of service sector entrepreneurs were eager to provide them 
in towns that appeared nearly overnight. Centers like Durbin, Cass, Spruce, Elkins, and Marlinton, to name a 
few, swelled in size as the boom brought newfound prosperity across the state. Many of these growing cen-
ters became hotspots in the changing political landscape. New railroad and logging centers clamored for the 
transferring of county seats from rural centers. Tensions flared, and a few armed mobs formed, in the resulting 
“county seat wars” as local and statewide politics shifted in favor of industrial interests over the traditional agri-
cultural ones. The change was rapid and sweeping, but not completely uncontested. Farmers, rural centers, and 
concerned citizens fiercely resisted railroad construction across the state once they saw how their way of life 
would be forever changed once the rails and industry arrived. While we tend to assume the change must have 
been openly embraced at the time, the simple human desire to resist any change and maintain tradition seems 
universal and it made its stand in editorials, bond drives, and local elections. However, the march of “progress” 
(depending on which side you were on) won out. The state was changed forever and a key part of its history 
was forged.
 I’ve enjoyed every minute of my work thus far 
and grow more excited as the exhibit comes closer to 
completion with each passing day. I’ve been able to 
learn a fascinating piece of railroad and West Virginia 
history that I only want to learn more and more about. I 
look forward to the project’s completion and the chance 
to see others discover the story I’m aiming to tell. 
Hopefully, once exiting the museum visitors will be 
able to leave with a fuller understanding of this fasci-
nating time that saw railroads served as pivotal engines 
of transformation.        

Diorama in progress - photo by Ian Gray
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Trekking for Tunnels on the Coal & Coke Railway
Part 2: Hiding in Plain Sight

By Janis Bland, Editor

Interior of Orr (Tunnel #2) looking west
Photo by Alan Nichols

 In the last issue I explored the Kingsville 
and Orr tunnels, tunnels #1 and #2 respectively, 
from what was the Roaring Creek area to the east 
moving west. As I said, these tunnels were easy 
to get to, thanks to Google Earth and surprisingly 
good access roads. While we didn't approach Orr 
(Tunnel #2) to its entrance because the bed was 
flooded and I was without a walking stick, Alan 
Nichols did indeed get to the east portal of Orr and 
took the photo included here. The tunnel is obvi-
ously in terrible shape, and impassable. Apparently 
the tunnel had been blocked off with cinderblocks 
which have since fallen. From its condition, and 
the hazardous terrain on the other side, the west 
portal is probably best left alone.

 I had read about the Sand Run (Groves) 
tunnel (Tunnel #3), that it lay under old US 33 
(now CR151). When I drive to Elkins, I take old 
US33, now CR151, over the tunnel. For months I 
kept studying - and misreading - Google Earth. "I 
AM OVER THE TUNNEL I HAVE TO BE OVER 
THE TUNNEL WHERE IS IT. GAH!!" Last April 
of 2016, my husband David and I were returning 
from the Museum's annual meeting luncheon, and 
we decided to settle the Sand Run tunnel once and 
for all. Heading west on CR151, we turned left 
on CR26 opposite Nay Chapel. CR26 folds into 
CR16/11, which is the actual C&CRR railbed. 
When we turned onto CR26, David looked over 
his shoulder and said, "Well, there it is." I had been 
this way several times and missed the tunnel each 
time!

Sand Run (Tunnel #3) west portal
photo by Janis Bland

Continued on page 6
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Trekking for Tunnels on the Coal & Coke Railway
Continued from previous page

1931 B&O plan of Sand Run (Tunnel #3)
From “Tunnel Diagrams of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Volume II: 

Western Divisions
 Like Kingsville, while the tunnel was constructed in the early 1900's, the B&O added a lovely facade on 
both the east and west portal, dated 1930. And like Kingsville, it is flooded. Since neither of us were in hiking 
attire, we didn't go down onto the railbed entering the tunnel. The west portal facade appears to be in decent 
condition. I wonder how many folks know they're passing above a historic railroad tunnel as they drive along 
CR151?

Continued on Page 8
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Donations 4th Quarter 2016

Edmund Fox - Silver Spring, MD
Jim LaConte - Wayne, NJ

Robert Laine - Manassas, VA
Carl Lange - Gerogetown, KY
Alden McBee - Wheeling, WV

David Miller - Westminster, MD
Duane Miller - Glasgow, PA

William Roman - Waldorf, MD

Ordering Through Amazon? Support the WVRRM

     Use your existing Amazon account with smile.amazon.
com!  When you first sign in to Amazon Smile, you will 
be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shop-
ping - simply locate and select the West Virginia Railroad 
Museum.  Amazon will remember your selection, and then 
every eligible purchase you make on AmazonSmile will re-
sult in a donation of 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding 
shipping, handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, and service 
charges, and less any rebates, and returns).  Supporting the 
Museum couldn't be easier!

Membership Update:
The Museum Needs YOU!

 Museum membership continues to remain 
around 254 members.  We have lost some members by 
death or just dropping out.  However, we continue to 
sign up some new members each year, especially during 
our Open Season.  We have also picked up some new 
members since our Family Level membership began in 
2016; eleven couples have taken advantage of the Fam-
ily Level.  As State and Federal grant programs become 
victims of increasing budget cuts, membership dues 
are increasingly becoming our only source of funds to 
create exhibits and other Museum programs.  Please 
consider increasing your membership level, and please 
encourage others to join. We cannot survive without the 
support of our members.

- Ed Griesel, Membership Chair
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Trekking for Tunnels on the Coal & Coke Railway
Continued from Page 6

 Shipman (Tunnel #4) is even more adept at hiding in plain sight. I set out to find it in November 2015 
- it was my first tunnel-hunting expedition. On my way out Ivy/Little Sand Run toward CR151, I passed it. I 
turned around, and saw it immediately, because it is literally beside the road, with the clear outline of the railbed 
extending toward Tallmansville. 
 Shipman's portals are in terrible shape. The west portal is rough-hewn, and looks like it was an after-
thought from the very start, at least as far at the B&O plan indicates. The east portal had a simple brick facade, 
which is likely original to the C&CRR and not a B&O overlay. The brick facade has all but crumbled away, and 
I was very careful as I walked under it given the number of bricks littering the floor. 
 The interior is also rough hewn, with no finishing on the walls or ceiling. At a total length of 320.6 feet, 
there are no mantraps in the walls. Surprisingly, the tunnel is passable with very little in the way of standing wa-
ter, although the floor is very rough. I was unable to get a good photo of the crumbling east portal, because the 
railbed at that point was quite flooded with many branches blocking the path, and of course I was ill-prepared to 
slog in muck.
 Stay tuned for the July edition of The Gandy Dancer, in which I'll feature Goodwin (Tunnel #5) and 
Sago (Tunnel #6). 

Shipman (Tunnel #4) east portal looking west
Photo by Janis Bland

Shipman (Tunnel #4) west portal looking east; note that 
no facade was ever constructed on this portal

Photo by Janis Bland
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Getting to Know C-HOPE and the Darden Mill, Home of the WVRRM
By Deb Farrell, C-HOPE

 In 1901, the Elkins Milling Company purchased the northwest corner lot at 1st Street and Railroad Ave-
nue. The original four story building was constructed in 1902. It was primarily used for the milling of flour, but 
also handled hay and feed. In 1919 it was purchased by Ralph Darden, an officer in the Elkins Milling Com-
pany and was operated as the Darden Company for the next 27 years. There was a major fire in 1937, doing 
enough damage that the fourth floor had to be removed. The building changed owners numerous times over the 
following years until 2002 when it was purchased by the Randolph County Development Authority (RCDA) 
and slated for demolition.
 A group of concerned citizens came forward to ask that the building be saved. They formed a non-profit 
organization under the name Citizens for Historical Opportunity, Preservation and Education (C-HOPE) and 
an agreement was made with the RCDA to purchase the Mill for rehabilitation and reuse. The Mill was placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places, grants were received and in 2004, the rehabilitation work began. In 
2007, members of Appalachian Forest Heritage Area (AFHA) AmeriCorps hands on preservation began assist-
ing with the construction and repairs.
 In 2014 the Darden Mill opened to the public. The members of C-HOPE are very pleased to have the 
AFHA Museum and Discovery Center on the first floor, and the West Virginia Railroad Museum on the second 
floor.
 While you are visiting the West Virginia Railroad Museum, plan to come down to the first floor of the 
Mill also. In addition to the AFHA exhibits, C-HOPE has a display with more information about the Mill and 
its rehabilitation.

Upcoming Spring Projects

 First on our list, outside Spring cleaning! We 
have planned a Mill property clean-up for the week-
end of May 6th and 7th, starting at 10:00. There will 
be raking, trimming, sweeping, planting, etc. and we 
could really use some volunteer help for one or both 
days. C-HOPE will provide tools, implements and 
rubbish bags. If anyone thinks they will be available 
to help, please email Deb Farrell at dsfarrell5@ya-
hoo.com. (If the weather ends up looking bad for that 
weekend, volunteers will be notified of any change in 
plans.)
 Next project is the repair and painting of the 
south side exterior wall of the Mill. It is critical that 
this be done this spring or summer due to weathering 
of the wood siding. Because this is a major project and 
involves safety issues, we are hiring a local painting 
contractor to do the work, rather than trying to do it 
ourselves. We are looking for donations to help fund 
this project, and any amount will be greatly appreci-
ated. Donations may be made to C-HOPE, PO Box 
1961, Elkins, WV 26241.

The Darden Mill, home of C-HOPE, the Appalachian 
Forest Herigate Area, and the West Virginia Railroad 

Museum.
Photo from the West Virginia Railroad Museum Face-

book page.
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Gandy Dancer Available Electronically!
 The Gandy Dancer is now electronically distributed via email.  The newsletter is transmitted in 
PDF File format and can be downloaded and printed on personal computers and other electronic devices 
connected to an email server.
 In order to receive your color copy of The Gandy Dancer electronically, please fill out the 
form below and return it to: Editor, The Gandy Dancer, P. O. Box 203, Elkins, WV 26241, or email 
wvrailroadmuseum@gmail.com.  To prevent errors, please print clearly.  

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number:______________________________________________________________________

Email address (Please Print Clearly):_______________________________________________________

Housekeeping!

For those of you who have received The Gandy Dancer 
electronically, and have received a hardcopy this issue, 
it is because your email to you was returned as undeliv-
erable.  If you wish to continue to receive The Gandy 
Dancer electronically, or change your preferred method 
of delivery, please email the museum at wvrailroadmu-
seum@gmail.com.

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR EMAIL!

FIND US ON THE WEB! 
www.wvrailmuseum.com 

Email: wvrailroadmuseum@gmail.com

The Gandy Dancer
is published quarterly
in January, April, July,

and October
by the

West Virginia
Railroad Museum, Inc.

P. O. Box 203
Elkins, WV 26214.

The WVRRM
is a non-profit organization

Permit No. 203, Elkins, WV 26241
Janis D. Bland, Editor
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West Virginia Railroad Museum, Inc.
PO Box 203
Elkins, WV 26241

Return Service Requested

NON PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ELKINS, WV

PERMIT NO 203

West Virginia Railroad Museum, Inc. 
Post Office Box 203, Elkins, WV 26241

A Non-Profit Corporation Dedicated to the Collection, Preservation and Interpretation
 of Railroads and Railroading in West Virginia

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP FORM
Membership Levels: INDIVIDUAL for $30.00, FAMILY for $45, STUDENT (age 13-17) for $15

CONTRIBUTOR $100.00 
includes our “Fireballs Converge in Elkins” Limited Edition Print Signed/Numbered Print (while supplies last)

PARTNER: FOR $300.00
includes above print and standard WVRM cap and WVRRM T-shirt

(select size Small ______ Medium_____ Lg _____ XL_____ 2X_____ 3X_____)

To pay by CREDIT CARD: Name as it appears on card
List MEMBERSHIP LEVEL and amount to be charged    
Credit Card statement address
with daytime phone number:
Card Number, with CVV-code on back:
and Expiration Date

$
Circle:
AMEX
DISC
VISA
MC

Signature


