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Trekking for Tunnels on the Coal & Coke Railway
By Janis Bland

 I had intended to feature both Goodwin and Sago tunnels in this issue of The Gandy Dancer. Instead, I 
want to focus on the Goodwin tunnel for a couple reasons: it was a challenge to find and access, and frankly, I 
didn't get around to visiting Sago before I compiled this issue. I do have recent (summer 2016) photographs of 
Sago taken by Alan Nichols, however I do want to get to it myself and supply my own photos as well.
 Goodwin (or Reed's Gap) was a real challenge! As far as I know, the Coal & Coke tracks were abandoned 
and pulled up in the early 1940's. There is an Interstate Commerce Commission filing for the B&O Railroad dated 
October 10, 1940: “Application for authority to abandon as main track part of the Coal and Coke Branch of its 
Monongay [sic] Division between Midvale and Adrian Junction in Randolph and Upshur Counties, West Virginia, 
12.03 miles. To remove about 11.91 miles between Valuation Station 1019: 32 and Valuation Station 1648: 39.2 
retaining that part of its line between Midvale and the bridge over Middle Folk River as a side track." (http://
www.abandonedrails.com/Coal_and_Coke_Branch)
 It's amazing how fickle nature can be once manmade works are abandoned. The Kingsville, Orr, Sand 
Run, and Shipman tunnels were very easy to identify with Google Earth, thanks to the wintertime satellite imag-
ery. The Coal & Coke rail bed is clear, and the tunnels easily identified - Sand Run is underneath Upshur County 
Route 151 (old US33) and Shipman is right on Upshur County Route 16. 
 From there, I puzzled on the imagery as I tried to locate the Goodwin tunnel. The winter imagery was only 
somewhat clear on where the tunnel might be, since the rail bed faded between Goodwin Road and Tallmansville 
Road. The degradation in the imagery led me to fear that perhaps either the tunnel had been purposely "daylight-
ed" or had completely collapsed. 

Goodwin Tunnel - Google Earth
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 I made several ventures to find the Goodwin tunnel. A couple times I pulled off Tallmansville Road 
and considered the road marked Delta Road 1, which is clearly the Coal & Coke rail bed. I estimated it was 
three-quarters of a mile from Tallmansville Road to what I believed was the west portal of the Goodwin tunnel, 
all but about 950 feet being a private drive.  
 As I was disinclined to venture up a private drive, I tried going up Goodwin Road in the spring of 2016. 
I'm not even sure I'd call that a "road" - to call it "unimproved" would be a compliment! The rail bed was easy 
to find: on the left was a home with plenty of barking dogs, and on the right the rail bed continued into a mass 
of weeds, trees, and brambles. I found a spot to  park (probably a path for a gas well), and walked back toward 
the rail bed. 
 At that time, the only relic I found just off Goodwin Road was a stone archway beneath the rail bed to 
allow the stream to pass. It seemed perfectly solid despite being over 100 years old. I then walked a little way 
up the rail bed, picking my way through saplings and briars until I reached  two iron spikes with a cable be-
tween and a sign warning "No Trespassing" placed by the Upshur County sanitation authority. I wasn't so much 
deterred by the sign than the overgrown terrain at that point.

Continued from Page 1

100 + year-old tunnel beneath the Coal & Coke 
rail bed to allow the stream to pass through

Photo by Janis Bland

 Later in 2016, I decided to visit the private drive off 
of Delta Road 1. I didn't get very far. There was a sign with 
the Marine Corps insignia (all good) and a warning "Tres-
passers will be SHOT" (not all good). I had even brought 
several of the Museum's informational cards to share, but 
I decided my arm probably wasn't long enough to pass a 
card over the barrel of a shotgun pressed to my nose. (I'm 
sure that's hyperbole, but  if I had "No Trespassing" signs 
on my property, I'd want them respected - ironic given that I 
traipsed over the Upshur County sanitation authority signs.)
 So for another few months I stewed. And fumed. 
And studied Google Earth until my eyes crossed. Even my 
husband David went with me onto Goodwin Road, and 
we came away with nothing other than "Yep, that's the rail 
bed."
 Finally this past February, I decided that I would try 
to find the east portal, hell or high water. I enlisted a friend 
to share the adventure. 

 We parked at the well-tender path off Goodwin Road and walked back to the rail bed. It was a warm day 
for February, in the upper 40's, so it was a comfortable hike. Google Earth estimated the distance from Goodwin 
Road to the east portal to be a half-mile. We picked our way to where I had seen the cable with the "No Tres-
passing" sign, which had since fallen to the ground. The only indication we were on the rail bed at that point 
was the relative flatness of the ground, yet we had to pick through sticks and briars. Gradually the terrain got 
more uneven, and a stream appeared on the right as we headed west. 
 Finally the stream overtook the flatness of the rail bed, and the terrain rose on either side. We clambered 
up the steep slope to the south of the rail bed, pulling ourselves up with tree branches. The bank was sufficiently 
steep that it blocked our view ahead. My friend got to the top first, and said, “There it is!”
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Goodwin Tunnel, East Portal 2/19/2017
Photo by Janis Bland

Close-up of debris in Goodwin Tunnel; brick ceiling 
appears largely intact
Photo by Janis Bland

 Getting to the tunnel entrance was a filthy feat 
indeed. The muck promised to suck out our spines 
should we have dared to slog through it, so we careful-
ly picked our way down and across the steep, muddy 
slope. We managed to cross to the other side and get 
close to the east portal. 
 The brick facade was largely intact, but not 
elaborate like the west portals of the Kingsville and 
Sand Run tunnels. (Since I have been unable to visit 
the west portal of the Goodwin tunnel, I do not know 
if it has such a facade.) A large amount of rock and 
debris blocked the entrance to the tunnel. It appeared 
that when the B&O abandoned the tunnel, workers 
backfilled it with debris - there was far too much 

debris to account for roof collapse in my opinion.
 Retracing our steps turned out to be more prob-
lematic than finding the tunnel, at least for me. I slipped 
repeatedly trying to get around a fallen tree branch 
without sliding into the muck, but slide into the muck 
I did several times - on my behind - as I clung to the 
branch and laughed. I told my friend she missed a gold-
en opportunity to pull out her phone and turn on "Face-
book live." Seriously though, I'm glad I didn't try this 
venture alone, because my predicament wouldn't have 
been so funny had I not been able to get up. That muck 
was truly treacherous, and a slip and fall from the steep 
banks risked a broken bone. Cell service was iffy, and 
getting a rescue squad to the tunnel would have been a 
challenge. 
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In Memory of William  “Bill” Robertson
 Earlier this year the Railroad Museum lost member William “Bill” Robertson of Beltsville, MD.  In 
Bill’s memory, the family asked that donations be made to the Museum. Donations have been received from the 
following people to honor that request:

Randall Anderson - Hagerstown, MD
Vincent Cipriano - Upper Marlboro, MD
Arthur House - Gettysburg, PA
Robin & Tom Isherwood - Bowie, MD
John King - Boyds, MD
Kenneth Lehman - Missoula, MT
Marjorie McDonald - Beltsville, MD
James Novaco - Beltsville, MD
Karen Pennebaker - Troy, WV
Gary & Janet Robertson  - Beltsville, MD
Aimee & Larry Sumers - Smithsburg, MD
Rockville Model Railroad Society, Inc. - Washington Grove, MD

 The Museum, working with the family, engraved one our commemorative bricks in Bill’s memory and 
placed it with the others at the entrance to the Museum.

 [If you wish to purchase a commemorative brick, please contact the Museum from the information on 
page 7. The cost for one brick is $140.]

Western Maryland #82 Gets a Facelift!

Left: Photo by 
Janis Bland

Right: Photo by 
Chase Gunnoe

 The Western Maryland original, the venerable 1948-vintage BL-2 #82, spent some time at the Cass shops 
over winter receiving some much-needed cosmetic TLC. On the left, the #82 is stripped down to it’s “skivvies” 
in anticipation for a fresh coat of paint. The shop mechanic pointed out that many of the panels are aluminum, 
perhaps due to post-WWII materials shortage. 
 On the right, the #82 sports shiny WM Fireball livery and bright yellow accents. This photo was taken 
on April 28, 2017, one week after the photo on the left. The #82 looks like it came right off the showroom floor. 
Kudos to the folks who achieved this amazing transformation! The #82 is back in service with the D&GV.
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 Also, this tunnel is nearly impossible to access in the summer since the rail bed is completely over-
grown. Alan Nichols, who made a trip to photograph tunnels and supplied me with great photos of Orr and 
Sago during the summer, admitted that he and his companions were unable to find Goodwin. So, I am thrilled 
that I found my Holy Grail of tunnels - until the next time.
 In the next issue: Sago tunnel, with hopefully my photographs!

Tunnel diagram from the B&O: “Tunnel Diagrams of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Volume II: Western 
Division (original drawings from c1905, with Additions and Revisions to 1965”

My friend filched a brick from the Goodwin Tunnel, as a 
companion to the brick I pilfered from the Shipman Tun-
nel. I have been using this particular brick to prop open 
our bedroom window since the sash cords broke. When 
it’s hot and I have the air on, I put the brick on the floor. 
For some reason MarbleCake is in love with this brick.
Perhaps the Coal & Coke Railway builders used a very 
potent catnip as a binding agent!

Strange, strange cat.
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New Members 1st Quarter 2017

Paul Beardslee - Elkins, EV

Christopher Borstel - Maplewood, NJ

Joyce Brady - Colliers, WV

Sharon Parks - Sykesville, MD

Glenda Rotz - Shippensburg, PA

Josie Strong - Clenshaw, PA

Jim Whipple - Glenshaw, PA

Ordering Through Amazon? Support the WVRRM
     Use your existing Amazon account with smile.amazon.
com!  When you first sign in to Amazon Smile, you will 
be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shop-
ping - simply locate and select the West Virginia Railroad 
Museum.  Amazon will remember your selection, and then 
every eligible purchase you make on AmazonSmile will re-
sult in a donation of 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding 
shipping, handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, and service 
charges, and less any rebates, and returns).  Supporting the 
Museum couldn't be easier!

News from C-Hope
By Deb Farrell, C-Hope

 Spring has brought the opening of the new exhibits 
of the West Virginia Railroad Museum and the Appala-
chian Forest Heritage Area Museum in the Darden Mill.  
It is nice to see to more and more visitors coming to the 
Mill to enjoy what our two partners have worked so hard 
on over the winter.

 Our Spring clean-up weekend was plagued by 
poor weather, but in between the rains, C-HOPE volunteer 
Judy Van Gundy did a good job of trimming, weeding and 
cleaning.  Two shrubs have been purchased and will soon 
be planted near the ramp going up to the WVRRM’s sec-
ond floor entrance.  More landscaping will be added when 
the interpretive signs for the railyard go in.
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Receive The Gandy Dancer Electronically!
 The Gandy Dancer is now electronically distributed via email.  The newsletter is transmitted in PDF 
format and can be downloaded and printed on personal computers and other electronic devices.
 In order to receive your color copy of The Gandy Dancer electronically, please fill out the 
form below and return it to: Editor, The Gandy Dancer, P. O. Box 203, Elkins, WV 26241, or email 
wvrailroadmuseum@gmail.com.  To prevent errors, please print clearly.  If you wish, you may continue to 
receive The Gandy Dancer via the U.S. Postal Service.

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number:______________________________________________________________________

Email address (Please Print Clearly):_______________________________________________________

The Gandy Dancer
is published quarterly
in January, April, July,

and October
by the

West Virginia
Railroad Museum, Inc.

P. O. Box 203
Elkins, WV 26214.

The WVRRM
is a non-profit organization

Permit No. 203, Elkins, WV 26241
Janis D. Bland, Editor

Donations 1st Quarter 2017

Ralph Brady - Colliers, WV
David Cangalosi - Saunton, VA

Edmund Fox - Silver Spring, MD
Gary Henderson - Huntington, WV

Gerald Hott - Gaithersburg, MD
Todd Johnson - Ellicott City, MD

Joseph Kane - Street, MD
James Kidd - Willoughby, OH

Jim LaConte - Wayne, NJ
Robert Laine - Manassas, VA

Alden McBee - Wheeling, WV
Duane Miller - Glasgow, PA

Henry Willard II - Sheperdstown, WV
James Zumbo - Pittsburgh, PA

FIND US ON THE WEB! 
www.wvrailmuseum.com 

Email: wvrailroadmuseum@gmail.com
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