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Annual Meeting
April 21 and 22, 2018

Please see Page 5
for reservation 
information!

Please RSVP by April 15th.

Museum to Restore Western Maryland Railway Cadillac
By Jim Schoonover, President

 At the last meeting the board of directors, by unanimous vote, selected our 1946 Cadillac for restoration 
to operational condition. The automobile was purchased in 1946 by the Western Maryland Railway as an car 
to be used by executives in their travels for railroad business. In 1956, the Cadillac, a 4-door, 5-passenger (GM 
model 62) car, was retired from highway service and modified to be used exclusively for rail service as Inspec-
tion Car No. 6.
 The conversion began in the Western Maryland shops in 1955 and was completed in 1956. The convert-
ed automobile was equipped with the standard rail-car accessories including: spoked flanged wheels, pilot, roof-
top horns, red light, and luggage rack. Due to a smaller pilot, the bell was mounted out of sight under the front. 
Sanding boxes were mounted inside the front fenders and the associated filler caps were placed on the front 
fenders behind the lights. Also attached under the vehicle was a jack/turntable for turning the car around. The 
black-and-white photo shows the Cadillac while still in service in March of 1964. Cadillac No. 6 was retired by 
the Western Maryland in 1968.

Photo courtesy the Western Maryland Railway Historical Society

 Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad owners John and Kathy Smith purchased the Cadillac in 2000 
from a salvage yard in Keokuk, Iowa, and later donated it to the West Virginia Railroad Museum. Since its 
donation to the museum, the Cadillac has been stored in various locations and some work has been done (such 
as re-plating the chrome) but restoration work floundered due to funding being used on other projects.

                                                                                                                                            Continued on Page 3
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Trekking for Tunnels on the Coal & Coke Railway
By Janis Bland

 In the last issue, my piece on the Abbot tunnel was the first of the Coal & Coke Railway tunnels that 
are still active on the CSX line. The remaining active tunnels from east to west are Jones (Philips), Frenchton 
(Frenchton Hill), and like Abbot, are located in Upshur County; and Jacksonville, located in Lewis County near 
Walkersville. Unfortunately, I have not been able to brave the elements of this fickle winter to photograph the 
Jones (Philips) and Frenchton tunnels. I think I can make it to the portal of the Jones tunnel, but when I last did 
a reconnaissance of that area, my main problem was finding a place to pull off the road. I think I can scramble 
down an incline and get a good shot of the portal(s) without walking along the tracks. From the B&O tunnel 
schematics, it looks to have a lovely brick façade on both ends, similar to that of Goodwin and Abbot, but not 
the elegance of Kingsville, Sand Run, and Sago.

Jones (Philips) Tunnel - B&O Schematic

 Frenchton however, is anoth-
er matter. The east portal is just over 
a mile’s hike from where I believe I 
can park at a church. There’s no easy 
access, even if I were to take a kayak 
down the West Fork River. It looks to 
be an ugly duckling, like the Shipman 
tunnel (No. 4), with no façade and 
rough-hewn throughout. So, while I'd 
love to check it off with a photo, the 
mile-plus hike on an active rail line for 
a hole in the hill isn't worth the tres-
passing. (I can't believe I just said that! 
But I reserve the right to change my 
mind.)

Frenchton Tunnel - B&O Schematic

 I hope that in the July issue, 
I will have resumed my explorations 
and have photographs to share! I still 
have three more tunnels to add: Jack-
sonville, Delta, and Little Otter (the 
last two located in Braxton County). 
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Editor’s Note - Welcome Bill Van der Meer!  

Museum to Restore Western Maryland Railway Cadillac
Continued from Page 1

Western Maryland Railway Cadillac - Current State
Photo courtesy Jim Schoonover

 To restore the Cadillac to operation, the museum will have the exterior repaired and repainted, windows 
replaced, the V8 engine rebuilt, a new fuel tank installed, braking system replaced, wiring repaired or replaced, 
the upholstery and headliner replaced, a new turntable fabricated and installed, compressed air-operated horns, 
bell and sanders made operational. The museum has not yet selected a contractor to complete the restoration 
project, but preliminary estimates of the cost will likely exceed $75,000.00. Estimates of the time to complete the 
restoration are one to two years.
 So why did your board decide to restore a 1946 car to operation?  It is the most inexpensive project we 
could select to put one of our artifacts in a “running under its own power” condition. Preliminary conversations 
with the Durbin & Greenbrier Railroad have convinced the board that under the supervision and regulations of 
the railroad, the Cadillac can be operated and become a regular source of revenue for the museum. 

 We believe that a future ex-
cursion in our 1946 Cadillac will be 
a unique experience for both railroad 
and automotive history enthusiasts. 

 Fund raising plans are pres-
ently incomplete but will be dis-
cussed in detail at our April mem-
bers meeting.

 The old saying “time flies when you’re having fun” certainly applies to my nearly three years as editor 
of The Gandy Dancer. Soon my husband and I hope to embark on the next chapter of our lives. We’re all very 
fortunate that stalwart Museum Board member Bill Van der Meer has graciously offered to shepherd the news-
letter! 
 While Bill has a keen love and interest for local railroad history, he also drinks in West Virginia history 
with enthusiasm. Bill is an avid and accomplished photographer, and dare I say, a true Renaissance man. He’s 
also an adventurer! He was game to accompany me last September on our quest to find the Sago tunnel, and 
nearly saved my bacon since I was hobbling on a bum knee. 
 I’m not going anywhere just yet; I hope you’ll see me on some weekends behind the desk at the Muse-
um. I also hope Bill will also include an article from me on occasion! But rest assured, The Gandy Dancer is in 
very capable and talented hands.
 Turn to Page 6 to read Bill’s introduction!                                      - Janis Bland
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By Bill Van der Meer

B&O Railroad Exhibit Set to Open Soon

 In the tradition of highlighting the railroads of West Virginia and their impact on its citizens, this year’s 
museum exhibit will focus on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Breaking ground on July 4th, 1828, the B&O 
was the first common carrier railroad in a young nation. Its initial mission was to connect the Chesapeake Bay 
with the Ohio River, a feat they accomplished in only twenty-five years. It was the first of many firsts for a 
railroad that had to overcome major geographical obstacles and a Civil War that bore witness to the repeated 
destruction and rebuilding of its infrastructure.  

 The B&O expanded rapidly into the state of West Virginia. It tapped rich coal reserves and other re-
sources, creating the densest concentration of rails in its thirteen state system. Three major named trains with 
interstate destinations passed through the state. The railroad is but a memory now, but it left a major impact in 
the communities through which it passed. Along its abandoned right of ways or properties now belonging to 
successor railroads, there was hardly a person who did not know of a family member who worked for the B&O.

 The West Virginia Railroad Museum opens for the season on April 26th, 2018, and cordially invites 
the public to experience photos, model dioramas and interpretive panels about a railroad steeped in a history 
of challenge and triumph. Another interesting feature of this year’s exhibit is the emphasis placed on motive 
power following early steam through diesel era development. AmeriCorps staff member, Logan McDonald, has 
done an excellent job in research, material acquisition, and creation of the exhibit itself. And as usual, there are 
many volunteers who also contributed their time and effort. The museum would like to thank the B&O Railroad 
Historical Society, the B&O Railroad Museum and others who have graciously loaned us material for this year’s 
exhibit.  

Photo: The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Museum Collection, P1.8.103.002
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Ordering Through Amazon? Support the WVRRM
     Use your existing Amazon account with smile.amazon.
com!  When you first sign in to Amazon Smile, you will 
be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shop-
ping - simply locate and select the West Virginia Railroad 
Museum.  Amazon will remember your selection, and then 
every eligible purchase you make on AmazonSmile will re-
sult in a donation of 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding 
shipping, handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, and service 
charges, and less any rebates, and returns).  Supporting the 
Museum couldn't be easier!

Bill Van der Meer

Meet Our New Editor - Bill Van der Meer
 Hello readers. My name is Bill Van der Meer and it’s a pleasure to make your acquaintance as the new 
editor of The Gandy Dancer. One of the reasons entering into my choice for making the move to Elkins WV is 
that it’s a railroad town. And to make it my own, I quickly volunteered to work with the WV Railroad Museum. 
In the nearly six years I’ve resided here, I’ve come to know a bunch of good folks who are as passionate about 
all things railroad-related as I am. Whether it’s about a model railroad project, prototype operations, or the Polar 
Express, nearly everyone I’ve met has had some valuable piece of knowledge to share. Having served on the 
WVRRM board of directors for two years now, I’ve had the opportunity to become involved in dozens of inter-
esting projects.  
 My nearly 30-year career as a teacher and editor of newsletters and technical updates related to building 
performance was very gratifying. But by far my favorite activity in that role was sharing information through a 
variety of multimedia formats. My ongoing model railroading pursuit has led me to share what I have learned 
with others through presentations, blogs and written submissions to railway historical societies and model rail-
roading magazines. 

 When I learned that our current editor, Janis 
Bland, was ready to move on, I jumped at the opportuni-
ty to serve as her replacement. I see it as both a privilege 
and an honor. Janis has served with distinction as editor. 
Accounts of her tunnel explorations were especially in-
teresting and fun to read. Hers are going to be big shoes 
to fill, but I’m looking forward to the fun I’m going to 
have with this. I fully intend to follow the tradition of 
keeping our readers up to date with museum and rail-
road community related events. Each quarter will bring 
in what I’d like to be new or continuing features of both 
local and regional interest. And I’d like to hear from you. 
Your constructive feedback and ideas can only enhance 
the quality of our newsletter going forward. 
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Receive The Gandy Dancer Electronically!
 The Gandy Dancer is now electronically distributed via email.  The newsletter is transmitted in PDF 
format and can be downloaded and printed on personal computers and other electronic devices.
 In order to receive your color copy of The Gandy Dancer electronically, please fill out the 
form below and return it to: Editor, The Gandy Dancer, P. O. Box 203, Elkins, WV 26241, or email 
wvrailroadmuseum@gmail.com.  To prevent errors, please print clearly.  If you wish, you may continue to 
receive The Gandy Dancer via the U.S. Postal Service.

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number:______________________________________________________________________

Email address (Please Print Clearly):_______________________________________________________

The Gandy Dancer
is published quarterly
in January, April, July,

and October
by the

West Virginia
Railroad Museum, Inc.

P. O. Box 203
Elkins, WV 26214.

The WVRRM
is a non-profit organization

Permit No. 203, Elkins, WV 26241
Janis D. Bland, Editor

Donations 4th Quarter 2017

George Botic - Herndon, VA
Craig Close - Cantonsville, MD

Edmund Fox - Silver Spring, MD
Elaine Griesel - Montrose, WV
John Gundlach - Saxonburg, PA

Jim LaConte - Wayne, NJ
Robert Laine - Manassas, VA

Alden McBee - Wheeling, WV
Tom Merriman - McKeesport, PA

Duane Miller - Glasgow, PA

New Members 4th Quarter 2017

Jeff Fullmer - Elkins, WV
Steve Sherrard - Weston, WV

FIND US ON THE WEB! 
www.wvrailmuseum.com 

Email: wvrailroadmuseum@gmail.com
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West Virginia Railroad Museum, Inc. 
Post Office Box 203, Elkins, WV 26241

A Non-Profit Corporation Dedicated to the Collection, Preservation and Interpretation
 of Railroads and Railroading in West Virginia

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP FORM
Membership Levels: INDIVIDUAL for $30.00, FAMILY for $45, STUDENT (age 13-17) for $15

CONTRIBUTOR $100.00 
includes our “Fireballs Converge in Elkins” Limited Edition Print Signed/Numbered Print (while supplies last)

PARTNER: FOR $300.00
includes above print and standard WVRM cap and WVRRM T-shirt

(select size Small ______ Medium_____ Lg _____ XL_____ 2X_____ 3X_____)

To pay by CREDIT CARD: Name as it appears on card
List MEMBERSHIP LEVEL and amount to be charged    
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with daytime phone number:
Card Number, with CVV-code on back:
and Expiration Date

$
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AMEX
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VISA
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