




 Ending a hurried production run that had begun four years earlier, just after Pearl Harbor, 
the last M-24 tank rolled off the Cadillac assembly line on August 24, 1945. Amazingly, the 
first '46 Caddy was produced on October 7, 1945. 

 Strikes and materials shortages, particularly of sheet steel, were major industry-wide 
problems during the '46 production year. Thus, some Cadillacs went through the assembly 
lines with only brackets to hold temporary wooden bumpers -- the real ones had to be 
installed by dealers as they became available later. 

 Those that managed to purchase a Cadillac paid for the privilege, as the price-leader Sixty-
One fastback now started at $2052, up a whopping 41.5 percent over 1942. The Business 
Imperial nine-passenger sedan, the most expensive 1946 offering, listed at $4346, up $1266, 
or 41.1 percent.

 Only a little over 29,000 buyers were lucky enough to take a new Cadillac home during 
1946, leaving over 100,000 orders unfilled.























There is no steering wheel.  

Car was factory equipped with seat and 
floor heaters. 

Front coil springs and A-arm suspension 
has been removed and replaced with 
solid axel from a large truck.

Rear frame has been narrowed to allow 
rear wheels to fit on the rails.

Front fenders hide sand containers for 
traction on the rails.

Car was originally equipped with a brass 
bell behind the grille, a turntable, and a 
cow catcher.



The West Virginia Railroad Museum received a 
donation from the Ratcliffe Foundation in the amount 
of $10,000 in honor of Frederick D. Harman, formerly 

of Elkins, and who worked for many years as a 
railway mail clerk.  The gift was also made on behalf 
of his family.  Mr. Harman resided in Elkins for over 
50 years and his job saw him travel from Elkins to 

Grafton and back over his career.

The gift was given without directions or restrictions 
for the use of the funds.  After careful consideration 
the Board of Directors designated the funds to be 
used towards the restoration of Western Maryland 

Railway Car # M6.
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